
FROM PASTOR CHAD
We’re Getting the Band Back Together 

Last Sunday we returned to worship in our sanctuary for the first 
time in thirteen months. I can’t speak for everyone who was in the 
sanctuary, but, even with our masks on, there seemed to be a 
general feeling of comfort in being together again. There was both 
a familiarity with being back in our worship space, singing hymns 
accompanied by our organ, and a sense of hopefulness that we 
are finally emerging from this pandemic.

While it seems too soon to adequately assess the long term impact 
of the last 13 months I’m certain that this experience will shape an 
emerging generation. It’s clear that there will be a lasting impact on 
our church as well. Although we continued to be a church and 
even continued to worship when our building was closed I get the 
feeling that we are collectively changed by the experience. 

I’m fairly certain that there are some things we’ve all learned durning this pandemic. Like what we can do on 
Zoom (or that something called Zoom even exists) and that there are plenty of things we hope never to have 
to use Zoom for again. Of course I have more questions than I have answers and I wonder what “getting back 
to normal” will mean. At this point some of us are worshipping together in person, others are still joining 
online or watching a recording later, and still others have drifted away completely. What does it mean to be a 
church in the light of the past year? How will we adapt to the changes that are sure to arise as a result of this 
collective experience?

A few things I’ve learned:


• I’d much rather preach with people in the room

• Somehow it is way harder to deliver a sermon to a camera than to folks I know and love

• Editing video on a computer is not my calling

• Building community through being in one another’s presence is essential

• Coffee time is an essential part of our life together (whether you drink coffee or not)


Some Questions I don’t have answers to:

• Will our congregation return and how will we be changed?

• How will we live out our congregational calling to bless our community moving forward?

• What practices and rhythms and traditions are essential to us being church and what can we let go 

of?

• What new ways of caring for one another and our community might emerge?


Our youth groups have been looking at some stories from the 
Hebrew scriptures of late and I keep thinking of a couple key 
moments in Genesis and Exodus. God’s promise to Abraham 
that, “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” 
(Genesis 12:3b) and God giving Moses words to pass on to 
the Israelites after they are delivered from bondage in Egypt, 
“you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation” 
(Exodus 19:6). God’s intent is that all the peoples of the world 
would experience blessing and that the people of Israel are 
meant (called) to be priests. One thing I know about priests is 
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In you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed. 

Genesis 12:3b 

You shall be for me a priestly 
kingdom and a holy nation.  

Exodus 19:6



that they give blessings and bring people into God’s presence. 

God intends blessing for all people. If scripture is clear on one thing (from the first fathers and mothers to the 
prophets to Jesus) it is that God has never given up or strayed from the promise to bless all the people and all 
nations. Jesus whole life and teaching is a lesson on blessing people as God intended. I can’t clearly see how 
God is leading our congregation as we put the greatest dangers of the COVID-19 pandemic in our rearview 
mirrors, but it is clear that we, like Jake and Elwood (The Blues Brothers - pictured above), have been given a 
mission from God.*


*If you haven’t seen The Blues Brothers I must apologize for the dated reference and highly recommend that 
you check it out (warning that some language isn’t so family friendly for children.)


BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Bible study meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month (May 5 and 19), from 
7:00-8:30 in the Parish Hall. We are using Rachel Held Evans’ “Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on 
Water, and Loving the Bible Again”. Please join us!  

Men’s Fellowship: There’s plenty of bible study, but that’s not all. Join us on Saturdays at 8 a.m.  
on  Zoom. We share life and wrestle with scripture together. At the present we’re spending time in the 
2 Kings. Contact Chad to join. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
High School: Meetings are on Saturdays from 7-8:30 in the parish hall. 

Middle School: Meetings are on Wednesdays from 7-8:30 in the parish hall. 

BLOOD DRIVE
The American Red Cross will be holding a Blood 
Drive in the parish house on May 6 from  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All COVID-19 safety protocols will 
be in place. Please consider donating. All donors 
will be automatically tested for the COVID-19 
antibodies. 
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Lower Valley Presbyterian Church 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 
10am – 3pm 
Parish Hall 

445 County Route 513, Califon 
 

For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org 
Or call RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 



MISSION NEWS
Box City
There is still time to join this year’s Box City Event. On May 15 join Family Promise for the 11th 
Annual Box City Virtual Fundraising Event. This event raises money to help fight family 
homelessness in Hunterdon County. Spend the night in your backyard in a cardboard box to bring 
awareness to homelessness in the county. Register at http://bit.ly/BoxCity2021FP. Help to end 
homelessness! 

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS
If you would like to see the newsletter in full color, consider receiving it via email (and help save 
money on postage), or if you would no longer like to received the newsletter, please call or email 
Claudia at 908-832-2933 or lowervalleychurch@gmail.com. Thank you. 
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Date Liturgist Ushers Communion 
Servers

May 2 Marilyn El-Zahr Mike Reaves
Warren Newman

Karen Newman
Marilyn El-Zahr

May 9 Warren Newman OPEN and OPEN

May 16 Marilyn El-Zahr Karen and Warren Newman

May 23 OPEN OPEN and OPEN

May 30 Peggy Macaoay OPEN and OPEN

 Warren Newman OPEN and OPEN OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

June 13 OPEN OPEN and OPEN

June 20 Karen Newman OPEN and OPEN

June 27 OPEN Karen and Warren Newman

Upcoming Servers

If you are able to serve in one of the OPEN spots,  
please let Claudia know. Thank you!

http://bit.ly/BoxCity2021FP
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The Vision of our Church

Lower Valley Presbyterian Church is a community of 
believers who worship God in word and deed, nurture each 
other through prayer, friendship, and education, and seek to 

serve others in the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Our four areas of 
ministry are faith development, caring for each other, 

outreach ministry and supporting ministry.


